














Many plants tend to make too many branches or lat-
eral growths, thus forming a dense thicket within the
plant itself. Sunshine and air are necessary to the pro-
duction of vigorous foliage. and normal flowers and
fruits. Sunshine and air are also  :mies of many dis-
eases and insect pests. In such cases the removal of sur-
plus growths is beneficial. Limbs or branches that cross
and rub each other. or that tend to overcrowd the center
of the plant, should be taken out. By pruning at the right
points, the new growths can be directed outward, leaving

more or less open center.

In General

No matter what type of pruning you are doing, or for
what objective, keep in mind that:

1. The strongest new wth will be made from the top-
most buds.

2. Buds at the top of a branch or shoot. or facing out.
will tend to grow more gorously than their opposites.

3. New growth will tend tc 2k sunshine, or light.

4. >w growth will tend to develop in the direction in
which the bad points.

3. Vigorous plants (in general) should be pruned vLEss
severely than weaker plants of the same kind.

6. The more vigorous parts of the same plant (in gen-
eral} should be pruned MORE severely than the weaker
parts.

7. Any tree or plant, no matter how often pruned. will
tend to resume its natural form.

8. There is a limit beyond which pruning defeats its own
purp s Ifitistoo severe, Nature will revolt. and either
make an abnormal growth of wood and foliage at the ex-
pense of flowers and fruits: o1t really riled and quit
altogether.

Bap PrRuNING Is LIKELY TO BE
Mogre INJURIOUS THAN NOo PRUNING.

SECTION 2

How to prune

FROM WHAT HAS BEEN SAID SO FAR, it is evident that
there are many types of pruning. All of them, however,
have one thing in common: they aim at removing from
a plant some part or parts of it which interfere with what
we want the plant to do.

As already explained, the reasons why pruning may
be desirable are many and varied. Reaching the deci-
sion as to what part of a plant should be cut out may be
termed the diagnosis. We have yet to consider the tech-
nique of the operation itself.

Any pruning—like any operation in a hospital—car-
ries with it danger of bad after effects. Very literally, it
is often the case that “the operation was successful—but
the patient died!”

FIG.7

Pruning cu nd results: A, ragged cut and long stub, both
inviting decay; B, clean, smooth cut; A-1 (a few years later)
stub has rotted back, causing decay cavity; B-1, cut is healing
properly, with new bark gradually covering it completely.
























mediately after bloom, when all the canes which have
flowered are removed to the ground, or to a point where
g voung shoot sprouts from the old wood. In
spring. the only pruning needed is to remove canes which

a stron

have sustained winter injury, and to head back any
strong young canes which have grown out of hand.

The Large-flowered Climbers produce clusters of large
blooms (or, in some varieties, single flowers) on strong.
long-stemmed side-shoots rising from older wood. Old
canes should therefore never be removed during dor-
mancy unless they are actually dead. Old living canes
which appear half dead in winter will probably revive in
spring and throw out flowering stems or v rous
branches which in time will produce flowering stems.

If the plant must be pruned because it is too rampant,
it is better to remove brand new canes than the old ones,
which can be counted on to produce flowers.

Pruning large-flowered Climbers, therefore, consists
simply in (1) cutting out dead wood or winter-killed
cane tips, and (2) after flowering. in elipping back each
flowering stem to just above the second eve from the
main stem. This encourages a second blooming period,
for most of this type are intermitient bloomers.
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Shrubs

Ornamental shrubs grown for their flowers or berries or
both. are pruned in late winter or early spring if the
flowers are borne on wood of the current season’s growth,
or if showy berries in autumn make it undesirable to
prune after flowering. Except for berry bearers, flower-
ing shrubs which bloom on year-old wood are pruned
immediately after flowering.

The following lists include the most popular garden

shrubs.

Prune After Flowering (Blooms appear on Year-old

Wood)

Akebia

Azaleas (Hardy Ghent, | 's)

Calycanthus floridus
(Strawberry Shrub)

Caragana (Siberian Pea)

Cercis (Red Bud)

Chionanthus (White Fringe)

Cornus (without berries)

Cydonia (Jap. Quince)

Cytisus (Broom)

Deutzia

Exochorda (Pearlbush)

Forsythia

Hydrangea hortensia

Kalmia ¢ Laurel)

Kolwitzia amabilis

{ Beautybush)
Lonicera fragantissima
(Bush Honeysuckle)
Magnolia
Philadelphus ( Mock-orange)
Prunus (Fl. Almond)
Rhododendron
Ribes (Flowering Currant)
Rosa (See Rose Pruning)
Spirea, Spring-flowering
Syringa (Lilac)
Tamarix (Spring-flowering)
Viburnum carlesi
Viburnum lantana

Weigela

Prune In Late Winter or Early Spring (Blooms
appear on current year’s growth or shrubs bear ra-

tive berries in autumn)

Abelia
Acanthopanax
Berberis ( Barberry)
Buddleia ( Butterflybush)
Callicarpa ( Beautyberry)
Ceanothus
Clethra
Hibiscus ( Rose-of-Sharon)
Hydrangea arborescens
H. paniculata grandiflora
others
Hypericum

rria

Lagerstroemia (Crc ~ Wyrtle)

Ligustrum ( Privet)

Lonicera ( Berried
Honeysuckles)

Lycium (Matrimony-vine)

Rosa (See Rose Pruning)

Rhus (Sumac) (Smoke Tree)

Spiraea (Summer- flowering)

Stephanandra

Tamarix (/ate-flowering)

Viburnums (berry-bearing)

Vitex (Chaste Tree)


















Removing Flowers. It is a good general rule to re-
move floweri  stalks or flower heads as soon as peren-
nial bloom is over. In the case of plants like Delphin-
iums. the removal of the blooming sp s isnecessary if
you are to get a second blooming period. With others,
like Peonies, Daylilies, Iris, Tritoma or Astilbe, the re-
moval of the dead flower stems is a matter of sanitation
and good arden practice. With perennials in the
composite tamily, like Dorinicum. Gaillardia. and
Chrysanthemnum, the flower heads alone are snipped off.
To assure repeated bloom, dead flower heads must be
removed from Teeland Poppies. Stokesia, Platycodon.
Dianthus and the like.

Though dead perennial foliage may be left on the bor-
der through the winter to form a natural mulch, in spring
all dead stems and foliage should be neatly cut away and
removed to the compost heap.
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JANUARY
FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

}

PTEMBER

OCTOBER

Pruning Calendar

Dormant pruning: shade trees; fruit trees;
grapes; bush fruits

Early in the month before sap begins to run,
dormant pruning as in Januvary and February.
Shrubs blooming on new growth (Sec page 25)
Rosa rugosa and Hybrid Perpetual Roses.

Hybrid Tea and Floribhunda Roses after danger
of bard frost.
Roses and shrubs as in March.

Shrubs which bloom on old wood (See page 25)
as soon as they finish flowering.

Dishud roses for larger blooms.

Prune out winter-kill on shrubs, trees, etc.

Other shrubs when blooming is finished. as in
May

Pinch out unwanted new growth on fruit trees,
grapes.

Pinch back hardy asters, chrysanthemums.
Pinch back annuals to induce branching.
Shape young trees, deciduous and evergreen.
Prune espaliered fruit trees.

Disbud annual and perennials to produce large
flowers.

As in June.
Prune Ramblers (See page b

As in June.
Prune off flowering stems of large-flowered
Climbing Roses (See page 24).

As in June, July and August.

Head in new growth on fruit trees and shrubs.
Remove fruited canes of Cane Fruits when thru
bearing.

Finish removing the canes of cane fruits which
have produced berries.

Prune back rampant growths of roses, fruits,
shrubs.

NOVEMBER l Dormant pruning of orchard trees, late-flower-
DECEMBER f ing and berried shrubs, etc. Remove dead flow-

ers d flower stalks of late-blooming peren-
nials.
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